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B-3061 - B-3067 1833-1850/1870"'s
801-831 S. Hanover St. (bast side) :
Baltimore, Md.

Private access

The northern section of the east side of the 800 block of S§. Hanover St.
(north of Churchill St.) was improved in the early 1830's with a row of two
and a half story, two bay wide late Federal-style brick houses with dormer
windows. The houses were built by several different local carpenters for a
working class clientele. 803-805 and 809-811 S. Hanover St. still retain
their original two and a half story form but 801 S. Hanover is now three
stories in height with a flat roof and a first floor area converted to a modern
storefront, and 807 S. Hanover was enlarged to a full three stories with shed
roof and bracketed cornice. The house at 813 S. Hanover St. was built as it
now appears, three stories in height with a gable roof and was one of several
gimilar houses built in the 1840's that extended south in a row to Churchill St.
At the southern end of the block, at the corner of Henrietta St., there are
three three story high, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and continuous
bracketed cornice that represent post-Civil War enlargements and remodelings
of the original gable-roofed houses built on the site before 1850. 831 S.
Hanover St. has a Victorian-era first floor storefront and currently serves
as a used furniture store.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This pair of 2 1/2 story brick houses is a survival of the original row of such
houses that was built along this side of Hanover St. in the . They are
quite small houses, being only two room deep with no kitchen extension.

The houses are 2 1/2 stories tall with a single dormer window apiece. They
are each 13' wide and extend back on their lots 25'. They are constructed in Flemish
bond. The steeply-pitched gable roof of 803 S. Hanover St. is covered with tarpaper;
that of 805 S. Hanover with asphalt shingles. A simple brick cornice runs continuously
across both facades. Each house Las a single rectangular chimney along its south
side. The window openings of 803 S. Hanover St. retain their original flat wooden
lintels and sills. The original wood lintels and sills of 805 S. Hanover St. have
been filled in with brick. 803 S. Hanover St. has modern 1/1 sashj; no sash remains*
at 805 S. Hanover St. and the openings have been boarded. The original door at
803 S. Hanover St. has been replaced by a modern panel door and the original transom
area filled with with brick. The transom space survives at 805 S. Hanover St., but
it is empty. 805 retains an older panel door, though it is not the original. The
houses stand on high basements, the entrances being reached by a flight of four and
five stone steps, respectively. There are large square coal openings to the right
of each flight of steps. =

The severely simple, small-scale interior of these houses suggest that they
were built for poor, working class tenants. There are two small rooms on each
floor and one single room on the third floor under the roof. There are fireplaces
in each of the four rooms on the first and second floors. The sharply winding
stairs are located in a niche between the partitiorwall dividing the front and back
rooms, and the fireplace of the back room. Built-in shelves flank the opposite side
of the fireplace in the back room, thus indicating this room's original use as a
kitchen/dining room. On the second floor, instead of continuing up in the same
position on the south wall of the house, the stairs to the dormer floor rise in a
straight flight towards the north wall of the house, thereby creating a tiny hallway
between the front and back rooms of this floor. Both the first and second floor
rooms have 8 1/2' ceiling heights. The mantelpieces are extremely plain, consisting
of only a plain freize and a simply molded mantel shelf.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT George A. Hughes

1833-1838
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

(James Dixon)

This pair of houses is significant as being representative of a group of two
and a half story houses with dormer windows built in the late 1830's and early
1840's in the Federal Hill area to provide inexpensive housing for the growing
number of workers moving into the area to work in waterfront-related jobs. The
houses are interesting as examples of the quite late use of design characteristics
associated with a much earlier period. The houses are Federal in style, and much
resemble earlier Federal-period houses in the area, except for their interior, two-
room deep floor plan, which is more often associated with this later date. The
kitchen seems to have been located in the basement.

The houses were built by George A. Hughes on land formerly belonging to his
grandfather Christopher Hughes who owned a large tract in this section of Federal Hill
in the late eighteenth century.l The houses were bought in 1838 by George C. Addison,

a local real-estate developer who held them as rental property.2 The houses seem
to have actually been constructed for Hughes by James Dixon, a local carpenter,3

lpaltimore City Land Records, Liber TK 228, Folio 417
21bid., Liber TK 280, Folio 470, 471

3Baltimore City Directory, 1837, 1840-41
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[S1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 3/79

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108



2

B-30Ld o

ol

2

5

8

X o

Ll_' @
>
-
=
<
I

('P“ &

825 823 821 819

827

829

831

A1

81%

W. MONT GOMERY 2 . ST,
19 17 15 13 O1Yz) 11 ) : )
500 Sa2 |5 [0 e L = 60 DYz"
n % i B
502 b/ b
o o
S 4"/4?- g 43/53 y
f [
] .
- -
T 37 (38 3‘3 :
R & t-]!? | l')}r 1950
1' k| S o $‘
e _.muq__:?:.'_ L__;\‘.: i ; - : %
- 22 : a
Ee o4 [¥ f §
{ ' . d
T s8¢ T e /; 21 . g
11 B+
2 0 : ;
- ﬁ g
o
20 q -5
: *
17T kel % o
u.m o agy G) (14) (&
W. CHURCHILL. 8 1.
] 21 - 19 S a2 (3)
] Gy €5+ ] =5 eg 15O’
3 25 i
¢a 28 %
¥ BA/5T |
¥ 27 3 6) | s8/=95% | o
=4 193] ! ! %
T, 26 e !
£l 8/l ;
. 25 y AR R S l -3
o == S 22 2
A ~
e Al H
%i 2 woE 5 ;&i a ;f« 5
£5 23 / 3 o
e eree 1|2 Tﬁ\ﬁ{:\ o s | 12 | []
o s by > :
5 21 0 1{/ \ 4 | ' 12 gi a
s 633" Py L % 2 2] v |4 | 100 e & 82’ .
18 16 14 12 10 8 [ 4 l
W. HENRIETTA 3 i ok

25=-1-9217

ST.

66’

S. CHARLES



B-3062

803-805 S. Hanover Street
Block 0904 Lots 035-034
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3062 803-805 S. Hanover St.
M.E.H. 4779

West elevation




